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The Fort Lauderdale
International Boat
Show launches late
this month and the
owners, Marine Industries Association of
South Florida
(MIASF), and producer, Informa Exhibitions, are reporting
that it will be bigger
and better than ever.
Photo: Informa U.S. Boat Shows
Commemorating 60 years, the
we brought our concerns to
show is adding a Superyacht
the organizers. And they lisVillage location bringing to
tened. This year’s Media Censeven locations which will
ter will be located at 5th
attract an expected 110,000
Street and A1A. See the locaworldwide visitors.
tion (#13) on the show map
Informa and MIASF take an
here https://www. flibs.com/
annual look at ways to imen/attend/maps.html. It’s an
prove the big event to make
air-conditioned building on
major changes or tweaks to
the HOF property near
address visitor and exhibitor
where show busses will be
value or comfort. A challenge
staged. There will be wifi,
this year is the reconstruction
drinks, and space to leave
of the Hall of Fame (HOF)
backpacks or show material. It
Marina which has resulted in
will be open until 6 p.m. Oclots of moving and shaking.
tober 29, the day before show
Early this month, we had an
opening for credential pickup,
encouraging conference call
and through the balance of
with show officials about methe event.
dia needs. Participants incluWe also asked that media
ded Lana Bernstein from Inbe allowed entrance to show
forma, Patience Cohn of MIvenues before and after public
ASF, the new public relations
hours. This allows getting to
team Laura Acker and Iliana
numerous exhibitor events
Torres-Sanchez from Kreps
held beyond public hours.
DeMaria, myself, Zuzana ProOur request that the media
chazka and Greg Proteau.
center return to the more
At last year’s show, the Media Center was a disappointing convenient location near or at
experience on many levels and the Bahia Mar Hotel is on

hold. This would help
both writers and
those holding product
intros or hospitalities
since most of these
occur at Bahia Mar or
in the tents and docks
on “that end” of the
show. Support area
space is at a real premium and its availability has been complicated by the HOF construction, and at the Fort Lauderdale Convention Center
planned for next year, Even so,
we’ll continue to encourage
this change going forward.

ZF Marine/BWI Breakfast
Plan to join us for our show
hospitality event. Celebrating
its 8th year, ZF Marine is again
hosting BWI members on
Thursday October 31. Marketing Manager Martin Meissner
notes, “Get into the show
while things are still quiet, enjoy a great breakfast, and then
hit the docks ready for your
day.” Breakfast is 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. at the ZF Marine booth –
1042, just inside the South
Gate entrance to the show at
Bahia Mar. RSVP to Meissner, martin.meissner@ zf.com.
You can reach me at
boatscribe@ comcast.net.

Alan Jones
BWI President
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NMEA
Salutes Election
Top Electronics
BWI Annual
Results
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IBEX Awards Innovations

Alan Wendt has been an
active member of BWI for
nearly two decades, is a
current Director, and has
served as writing contest
judge and Innovations
Awards judge. He is the
editorial director for Marine CEO magazine and
publisher of two custom
lifestyle boating publications. Contact him at
Alan@wendtproductions.
com.
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Boating and fishing
across the U.S. adds up
to big bucks in terms
of economic impact.
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Guard.
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Calendar & Events
Pre-FLIBS Details
FLIBS is in its 60th year with
public hours Wednesday, October 30 to Sunday, November 3. It will span seven official
venues this year, with a debut
at Superyacht Village at Pier
Sixty-Six Marina Southside.
FLIBS news, credential and
registration links can be found
here: https://www.flibs.com/
en/media/press.html. Laura
Acker (lacker@krepspr.com)
and Iliana Torres-Sanchez
(itorres@krepspr.com) are
contacts from the new show
publicity team at Kreps DeMaria PR. The show posts a
schedule of exhibitor events
at https://teamup.com/
ksq9eukkgdsivvqxg4. BWI will
also be sending out a FLIBS eblast at the beginning of the
show week.

limited to 90. More information here: https://marinemark
etersofamerica.org/.

FishTrack to Host
Guatemala Fish Event
FishTrack is inviting anglers to
Guatemala to improve their
skills and learn how to catch
more fish in what is said to be
the world’s top billfish destination. The provider of marine weather, tide and current
for offshore anglers, has partnered up with the Pacific Fins
Resort and Marina to create
the fishing excursion. Dates
are December 7-11, 2019.
For more information,
visit www.FishTrack.com;
contact Charlie Levine,
clevine@fishtrack.com.

Marine Marketers
Annual FLIBS Program
The Marine Marketers of
America (MMA) will hold its
annual membership luncheon
on October 31 from 11:30 –
1:00 pm in the Bahia Mar Harbor Lights Room. The keynote
presenter is Christopher P.
Ramey who will address “The
8 Laws for Marketing to High
Net Worth Individuals.” Seating is by reservation and is

Active & Associate Members

Barb Carey, Freelance Writer/Broadcaster, Oxford, WI
Susan Colby, Photojournalist, Sherman Oaks, CA
Jessica Edwards, PR Counselor, Dublin, Ireland
Peter Franklin, Freelance Writer, Beijerland, Netherlands
Stefan Gerhard, Writer/Editor, Berlin, Germany
Debbie Hanson, Freelance Writer, Estero, FL

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or marine organizations.

