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During the annual BWI
meeting in Miami a few
months ago — just as Director Charlie Levine and I
were in the process of distributing more than $4,000
worth of merchandise generously donated to us by
our supporting members —
I got a text message from
Neal Wheaton from Yamaha saying she had some
high-end Bluetooth stereo
earbuds to add to our first
annual prize giveaway and
listed the value at $40.
We gave away a certificate for one set and I didn't
think any more about it
until I got another message
after the meeting ended, cryptically saying, "$4,000." Later
on, I found out what she
meant: she had 100 of them to
give to us! I Googled them
and found they're $40 if you
buy 100, so that means the
retail price is more likely $6070 apiece.
About a third of our members attend the Miami International Boat Show so we'd like
to spread the wealth to include those who regrettably
weren't able to join us. So
we're making most of these
awesome-sounding earbuds
“that feature crisp highs and
satisfyingly deep bass,” available to the first 70 who email
me at boatscribe@comcast.
net. All we're going to ask of

Scholarship Update

BWI’s leading audiophile
listening to the crisp highs
and bass tones of the calming
“In A Gadda Da Vida.”

you is help defray the cost of
shipping by sending me $5 on
PayPal.com. Just click on
"send money" then enter my
email address, the amount and
then click "continue." Make
sure you click the "Sending to
a friend" tab or else we get
charged a fee and in the notes
include your mailing address.
These earbuds are fantastic
for wirelessly listening to the
tunes you have stored on
your phone when you're
working out, riding on an airplane or working on your
next BWI writing contest
masterpiece. Thanks again,
Yamaha!

Robert Beringer has been
dotting the I's and crossing the T's to make the
BWI Writer Scholarship
a reality. It's been approved by the IRS, meaning donations will be a
tax deductible for those
who make them. Ben
Ellison, creator of
panbo.com, has already
offered $1,000 to get the
ball rolling and we also
have a four-figure commitment from Suzuki.
We will have a link to
PayPal soon but right now you
can stroke a check payable to
the "BWI Scholarship Fund"
and send it to Robert Beringer
at 4599 Deep River Place,
Jacksonville, FL 32224.
Most of us in this industry
have had some help along the
way and we think it's really
important to help the next
generation of boating writers.
Make sure to contact us if you
know a budding writer who
could use some help funding
their education.
You can reach me at boat
scribe@comcast.net.

Alan Jones
BWI President
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Cited was the Department
of Commerce’s recent Bureau
of Economic Analysis (BEA)
report that found the outdoor
recreation industry’s annual
gross output to be $673 billion. Outdoor recreation
makes up 2 percent of the U.S.
GDP, increasing an average of
4.4 percent since 2012, greater than the 3.6 percent average increase in overall GDP.
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Calendar & Events
Last Call for
DC Boating Congress
The American Boating Congress on Capitol Hill May 911, will formulate public policy
and present a unified front on
issues that impact marine businesses. Meet with elected
officials, hear from a host of
influential speakers, take part
in a series of new workshops
and seminars, and attend Hill
visits to meet with key policy
makers. Details at http://www.
nmma.org/government/abc.

nars, offers women opportunity to learn or hone sailing
skills, network with other
women sailors and gain the
confidence necessary to become a valuable crew member or knowledgeable skipper.
Details at www.women sailing.org/events-education/
womens-sailing-conference/.

NMEA Plans Florida
Installer Courses
NMEA Installer Training is
scheduled for Fort Lauder-

dale. FL June 5 to 8. June 5th
is Basic Marine Electronics
Installer (MEI); June 6th, Basic
NMEA2000® Network Installer; June 7th, Advanced
Marine Electronics Installer
(AMEI); and June 8th, Advanced NMEA2000® Network Installer. All courses
run from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00
p.m. with lunch and an exam
at the end of each session.
Visit www.nmea.org to register; contact Cindy Love
clove@nmea.org.

Mother’s Day Fishing
Ladies, Let's Go Fishing hosts
a Palm Beach County surf
fishing clinic on the beach on
May 12 in Juno Beach, FL. The
event is held to celebrate
Mother’s Day weekend to
encourage mothers and
daughters to fish together.
Information, www.ladieslets
gofishing.com, contact
info@ladiesletsgofishing.com.

Women’s Sailing
Conference In June
The National Women’s Sailing
Association (NWSA) holds its
Annual Sailing Conference,
June 2 in Marblehead, MA.
The event, which features
hands-on land- and waterbased workshops and semi-

Supporting Members

Davis Instruments, John Hansen, Marketing Associate,
Hayward,CA
Glomex Marine Antennas, Chris Catoe, Sales Director,
Brooklyn, NY
Hubbell Marine Electrical Products, Joe DiMaria,
Drector - Marine Marketing & Sales, Shelton, CT
Iosso Products, Marianne Iosso, Vice President,
Elk Grove Village, IL
Performance Metals Products, Martin Wigg, President,
Cambridge, MD

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or marine organizations.

