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Talk about a bad break. Having to replace Lenny Rudow as
President of BWI is a pretty
unenviable task. Lenny did a
fantastic job representing BWI
over the past two years as
president and I hope I can do
the same. For those of you
who don't know me, I am also
executive editor for Boating
World Magazine, where I've
worked for 21 years, starting
as a freelancer like many of
our members.
I've also been a member of
BWI for 20 years and in that
time I've seen both the industry and our organization
change. While our membership numbers have declined
from a peak of 425 in 2007 to
300 today — owing largely to
the Great Recession — that
number still represents a
powerful block of influence in
our industry. And we should
take advantage of it.
My goal for the next two
years is to make being a member of BWI one of the best
decisions each of you makes
every year. Obviously, the
annual writing contest is our
most important component,
and in the last 25 years, it's
grown from three categories
to 17 with $17,000 in annual
cash prizes along with the
prestige that goes with each
award.
The board of directors and
contest chairpersons have

Prize-slingers Alan Jones (l) and Charlie Levine (r.) gave away
valuable marine bootie at BWI’s first annual Raffle on opening day of the Miami Boat Show. (Photo: Ron Ballanti).

done a fantastic job of keeping
funding for it viable; the volunteer judges have made managing it possible. And we are
always looking for ways to
expand it to make it even
more relevant to the work
our members are actually
doing.
In addition to the contest,
we seek new ways to give
your membership added
value. Same goes for our supporting members. We are in a
unique position to be able to
help each other do our jobs
and we want to find new ways
to leverage that relationship.
Things like the recent drawing
at the Miami show netted our
members about $4,000 worth
of gear and gave our supporting members a new way to

show their support for us and
introduce us to some cool
new products. See details of
that gear and those who donated it on page 4.
We want to explore new
ways to give our members
even more perks like we enjoy
every year at the Fort Lauderdale show with ZF's Germanthemed breakfast for BWI
members only. We've also
held networking and high-end
cocktail parties and look to
find new ways in the future to
make your membership more
valuable.
You can reach me at boat
scribe@comcast.net.

Alan Jones
BWI President
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New BWI Directors
are Jim Fullilove (l.)
and Brady Kay.
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In Miami eight BWI members reviewed the Innovation
entries, led by chair Zuzana
Prochazka and co-chair Alan
Wendt. They were joined by
Robert Beringer, John Burnham, Ann Hoffner, Frank
Lanier, Pete McDonald, and
Lenny Rudow. For questions
about the Innovation Awards,
contact Rachel Harmon, rharmon@nmma.org. For complete details on the awards and
judges, go to www.nmma.org/
press/article/21777.

19 Innovations Recognized at MIBS

Page 3

February 2018
2011

Writing
Presented
inNews
Miami
Active &Awards
Associate
Member

Byrne Enhances
MegaYacht News Site

30 years ago to advise and
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Throughout the years it has
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issues such as the increasing
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marine protected areas and
homeland security.
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Two Members Serve
BoatUS Issue Council
BoatUS has made new appointments to its National
Advisory Council including
Bob Adriance, editor of
Seaworthy magazine. He
joins Dean Travis Clarke,
executive editor, Sport Fishing and Marlin magazines
who continues service. Both
are BWI members.
The current 13-member
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President
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Calendar & Events
NMEA’s New Course
Begins in March

Gary Reich (’20)
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The National Marine Electronics Association's Advanced
Marine Electronics Installer
Training course is new for
2018 and will be taught in
Nashua, NH on March 8. Installations icovered are Marine
Computers, Data & Ethernet,
EMI, VHF, DSC, Single Side
Band Installations, NonMagnetic Heading Sensors,
Antenna Placement / Satellite
Communications, Class A AIS,
Radar and Autopilots. Five
additional sessions are scheduled. For information go to
www.nmea. org and click on
the "Training" link. Contact
Mark Reedenauer, info@
nmea.org.
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Boating Congress
Set for May in DC
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The American Boating Congress returns to Capitol Hill
May 9-11, 2018 to champion
recreational boating, formulate public policy and present
a unified front on issues that
impact marine businesses. It
provides attendees the opportunity to meet with elected
officials, hear from a host of
influential speakers, take part
in a series of new workshops
and seminars, and attend Hill
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Greg Terzian, Editor/Videographer, Cape Coral, FL

Supporting Members
Rushton Gregory Communications,
Andrew Golden, Principal, Lee, NH
Winegard Company,
David Quarders, Director - Marine Industry Div., Burlington, IA

visits to meet with key policy
makers. Early bird registration
closes March 5. Details at
http://www.nmma.org/
government/abc.

Salty Dawg Rally
Departs from Antiqua
The nonprofit Salty Dawg
Sailing Association™ (SDSA)
has opened registration for its
Spring Rally from Antiqua to
the US. The rally will depart
Falmouth Harbor on May 15
after several days of social
activities, weather briefings,
and boat preparations. The
departure site has been
changed to Antigua from Virgin Gorda in the BVI due to
damage caused to facilities by

Hurricane Irma last fall. Details at http://www.saltydawg
sailing.org/spring-rally-2/.

Fishing Ladies Plan
Gulf Coast University
Ladies, Let's Go Fishing Foundation will host their Gulf
Coast Saltwater Fishing University March 23-25 at Bass
Pro Shops Fort Myers,
FL. Women, men and teens
welcome. Registration includes classes, hands on practice, gifts worth $20 and
more. No equipment or experience is necessary. Contact Batty Bauman, info@
ladiesletsgofishing.com,
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com.

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or marine organizations.

