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In the space of a year, I’ve
been to two of the most unusual press events of my career. Both were sponsored by
a major marine manufacturer
– Yamaha – and neither were
product-centric. In fact, the
first one featured no new
product at all. Zero, zip, nada.
It was a trip to the Kenai Peninsula to go salmon fishing late
last summer, and when I asked
about new product being introduced, the rep said, “That’s
not really what we’re here
for. We want to give you this
experience so you can help
communicate the value of
working together to protect
and enhance this fantastic fishery, and others like it.”
The second was an event
held in Baltimore, MD, an exceptionally strange place to
hold an on-the-water press
gig. Except that along with
promoting a couple of new
products, the aim was to expose a number of boating
writers to the fishing and
boating opportunities found in
a city with a working port.
Is this completely altruistic?
Of course not. Exposing and
developing more and better
boating opportunities nationwide certainly benefits the
event’s sponsor. But it also
benefits each and every one of
us in the industry. We’ve seen
similar efforts before; Viking
provided the seed that be-

Senator Lisa Murkowski speaks
at the Sportfishing Roundtable,
before participants head to the
Kenai River for salmon fishing.

came the Recreational Fishing
Alliance, Grady-White sponsors the Dolphinfish Research
Program, and other manufacturers support organizations
like the American Sportfishing
Association and the Coastal
Conservation Association.
For fear of overlooking
groups or entities that see
beyond the product push, we
know there are many others.
If you are planning a media
event along these or other
good hearted goals, let us
know to share them with
members. And most know we
share long lists of press
events around boat shows.
We should be glad that
some manufacturers are willing to pony up to help the
industry as a whole, and more
importantly, to help enhance

and protect the fishing and
boating opportunities enjoyed
by our readers. And this is
where we come in.
We should all be wracking
our brains to come up with
cool new article ideas that
accomplish the goals of these
atypical press conferences, and
ones like them. We should be
trying to reach out to our
readership in ways that expose
them to new opportunities
and ideas, as well as encouraging the protection of existing
ones. Most of you writers already know this, but we don’t
always push the concept on
our editors and publishers.
If any of you decision-makers
happen to read this, please
give us some leeway in what
we’re writing about even if it
doesn’t help you sell an ad
page. And if any of you manufacturers are reading this,
while we certainly want to
cover your products, help us
mix that coverage into broadperspective topics and issues.
You may not get as many
printed words dedicated to
your widget, but in the long
run the ink you get is sure to
be beneficial – to you, and to
the industry as a whole.
You can reach me at ultangler@aol.com.

Lenny Rudow
BWI President
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E-15 Ethanol
Fuel Warning
BWI Annual
Election Reissued
Results

More choices for fuel at
the pump are increasing the chances for misfueling by boat owners.
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For more information contact: Stephanie Vatalaro,
svatalaro@rbff.org.

Top Boating & Fishing Spots in U.S

Alan Wendt has been an
active member of BWI for
nearly two decades, is a
current Director, and has
served as writing contest
judge and Innovations
Awards judge. He is the
editorial director for Marine CEO magazine and
publisher of two custom
lifestyle boating publications. Contact him at
Alan@wendtproductions.
com.
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The USS Zumwalt is
expected to carry a complement of 80 Tomahawk long-range, subsonic cruise missiles,
designed to attack a variety of surface targets.
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Calendar & Events
Sportfish Trades Meet
at ICAST Show in July

The 59th International Convention of Allied Sportfishing
Trades, ICAST, is billed as the
world’s largest showcase of
fishing tackle, apparel and accessories. It
takes place
July 12-15,
at the Orlando Orange County Convention
Center, will host 600 exhibitors, a 650,000-square-foot
show floor, a lineup of business and networking events
and more than 13,000 attendees. Produced by the American Sportfishing Association, a
new attraction includes a Marine Accessories Pavilion
hosted by NMMA. Details at
www. ICASTfishing.org.

Entry Due Dates For
Electronics Awards
Changes and improvements
have been made by the National Marine Electronics Association's Product of Excellence Awards and Technology
Award, to be presented at the
2016 NMEA International
Marine Electronics Conference & Expo in September in
Naples, FL. Excellence Awards
nominations are due July 15.

The Technology Award, given
to a single product as the
most innovative among those
nominated by manufacturers,
must be nominated by September 2. The Tech Award is
selected by an independent
panel of judges to include two
NMEA Certified Marine Electronics Technicians (CMETs)
and three marine electronics
journalists drawn from BWI.
Award details are on www.
NMEA.org.

Marine Innovations
Wanted for IBEX
The International Boatbuilders Exhibition & Conference
Innovation Awards will show-

New Active Members
Lynda Morris Childress,
Writer/Editor, Glyfada,
Greece
Lew Freedman, Newspaper
Staff, Cody, WY
Ben Holtzclaw, Writer/
Website Content Producer,
Orlando, FL

case and recognize manufacturers and suppliers who
bring new, innovative products to the marine market.
Recipients are selected by a panel of
judges organized by
BWI. Deadline to
enter is August 26.
Products entered in
the Innovation
Awards program are displayed during all of the show,
scheduled for October 4 to 6
in Tampa, FL. Find more information at www.ibexshow.
com/innovation-awardsexhibitors/; Contact Rachel
Timko, rtimko@nmma.org.

Next “Ladies - Fish!”
Event Set for August

The Ladies, Let's Go Fishing
nonprofit Foundation will
host the Northeast Florida
Fishing University and Fun
Tournament Aug. 13-14 in St.
Augustine, FL. Women can
learn, then practice fishing at
several hands-on skill stations
and participate in optional
charter fishing plus a tournament. Registration includes
networking reception and
fundraisers, classes, hands on
practice and more. Ladies can
also register family members.
Details at www.ladieslets
gofishing.com.

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or ad agencies.

