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To hear the political
candidates debate
spin, that greedy,
self-made billionaires
club is about to have
a meeting. I’m talking
about the OnePercenters who can
afford the floating
conspicuous consumption about to
take place in Ft.
Lauderdale. We
know it as FLIBS, and
I’m proud to say I’m
going to the meeting.
Of course it will take a lottery win for me to become a
full-fledged member but I
know just enough math to
understand that all of this
epoxy, paint, electronics, fiberglass and steel in the hands
of talented sculptors creates
110,000 middle class jobs in
Broward County and 136,000
jobs regionally in marine businesses. Economic output each
year is more than $11.5 billion
regionally, according to show
owner Marine Industries Association of South Florida.
That’s just in South Florida.
There are major boat building
plants in Georgia, North and
South Carolina, New Jersey,
Michigan, Indiana, Tennessee
and related suppliers across
the U.S. Are the one percenters really that bad? And if
I buy a $25,000 pontoon boat
at the show does guilt by as-

What “1%” looks like from
the trade perspective. Image:
Nielsen Beaumont Marine.

sociation make me a social
outcast?
Enough tongue-in-cheek. I
really am excited about this
year’s show, November 5th –
9th. One of the perks about
being BWI President is most
marine magazines put you on
the comp list. This is a wonderful window of introduction
to writers I’ve yet to meet. As
a business owner, it’s also a
financial barometer. When
the November Power & Motoryacht issue arrived, 28 of the
first 38 pages showcased new
yachts that will debut at
FLIBS. Congrats to George
Sass Jr. and company for editorial that made life easier for
your sales team.
Having spent much of October at various OEM dealer

introductions
writing boat
tests as a freelancer, the
mood among
writers is that all
of the winter
shows will have
the best round
of new product
introductions
since before the
Great Recession. There is a
tremendous
focus on design change to
match how new-to-boating
customers go cruising and fishing. The 355 Offshore Pursuit I
tested had more than 80 new
features and improvements.
This innovation is driving
sales. The folks at Statistical
Surveys report through September, boat sales totaled
204,160 industry-wide, a gain
of 6.6 percent over a year ago.
Every category is showing
strength except for inboards
and sterndrives, with sales
shifting to outboard power.
Hope to see you in Ft.
Lauderdale – maybe we’ll rub
elbows in the cue for lottery
tickets.
You can reach me at Alan@
wendtproductions.com.

Alan Wendt
BWI President
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Palm Beach International
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design entry. The goal of the
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versatile life jackets with
judging based on innovation,
wearability, value/affordability, reliability, versatility
and practicality. To view new
designs, visit www.
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Custom, factory-fitted
life jacket design won
first place ($10,000) in
the 2015 Life Jacket
Design Competition.
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Merc Warranty Offer
Runs Thru July ‘16
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Mercury Marine has announced that, for the first
time, 2016 model year boats
powered by its gas sterndrive
and inboard engines will come
with a comprehensive Five
Year Engine Package Limited
Warranty during the “Power
of Protection” sale event. The
limited warranty covers engine, cooling system, transmission, drive, fuel system, steering, electrical, power trim and
control components for the
entire warranty period. To
qualify, eligible boats must be
retail sold by July 2, 2016, and
registered by July 17, 2016.
Contact Steve Fleming, Steve.
Fleming@ mercmarine.com.
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Includes SNAME Expo
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Taking place November 3 to 7
in Providence RI, the Society
of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers annual meeting
and expo, the SNAME Maritime Convention (SMC), is
incorporated with the triennial World Maritime Technology Congress. The Congress
is a confederation of professional societies whose members are engaged in the fields
of naval architecture, marine

and ocean engineering, or
related marine science and
technology. Its stated aim is
to provide general benefit for
the global marine community
as a whole and mutually for
individual organizations and
their members by providing a
forum for joint development
and implementation of specific initiatives. For details go
to www.sname.org/2015
wmtc/home/.

Fishing Ladies In Keys

"Ladies, Let's Go Fishing!"®
saltwater fishing university
takes place November 13 to
15 in Tavernier, FL. Registration includes networking
reception and fundraisers,
classes, lunch, hands-on skill
stations and more. Men and
teens welcome. Optional
fishing charters are on Friday
and Sunday. Visit www.ladies
letsgofishing.com.

Martin Flory at METS

Media attending METS, to be
held November 17-19 in
Amsterdam, Netherlands,
are invited to the Martin
Flory Group Press Suite on

Tuesday, November 17 starting at 6 p.m. New for 2015,
the event will be held at Motel One Amsterdam, located
at Europaboulevard 23 near
the RAI. Meet the firm’s clients, other media and enjoy
refreshments. Email
news@martinflory.com or
call 847/662-9070.

St. Pete Show Dates
St. Petersburg’s Power &
Sailboat Show takes place
from December 3 to 6 at the
Duke Energy Center for the
Arts - Mahaffey Theater
Yacht Basin and Albert Whitted Park along the city’s waterfront. Entering its 38th
year, the boat show offers
attractions for families and
will feature displays
of powerboats,
sailboats marine
electronics and
accessories. The
event is endorsed
and sponsored by
Sail America and
sponsored by
Hook the Future,
Discover Sailing,
Sail and Power & Motoryacht
magazines. Contact Daniel
Grant, dgrant@pierson
grant.com or Marielle Sologuren, msologuren@pierson
grant.com.

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
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