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‘Twas the night before Christmas when
all through the house,
the whir of computer
fans kept time to the
click of a mouse.
The stockings were
hung by the chimney with
care, In hopes that St. Bitcoin
soon would be there;
Clearly my boomerang son
was not snuggled in his bed,
And I’m quite sure visions of
wealth danced in his head.
“Did you know Dad,” he
exclaimed with glee,
“I can now buy a yacht with
this Bitcoin machine – just
wait and see!”
December’s news release
from Denison Yacht Sales that
it will now accept the online
peer-to-peer payment system,
Bitcoin, for yacht purchases
and yacht charters, may be
more of a PR gimmick than a
“tis the season” breaking
story. Yet in the wealthy waterfront enclaves of Palm
Beach Gardens, the concept is
not that farfetched. Since
1948, dealers like Denison
have found timely marketing
nuggets to attract the Nouveau riche who are willing to
push the envelope.
“We need to be present
and available to all potential
Clients in all marketplaces,”

=
notes Bob Denison, president
of the company that boasts
locations from California, the
Great Lakes, New York and
even France. “If a client wants
to pay with Bitcoins, we are
now positioned to handle the
transaction.”
Finding that next generation
of boat buyers may well require some creative thinking.
Take my son, Will, for example. At 27, college educated
with an advanced degree in
Physics, he probably has a
good 10 to 15 years of student loans to pay down before he can add a boat to the
budget. He’s not alone. Fortytwo percent of college graduates have student loans averaging $28,000.
There is no question Will
has the water gene. But with
no extra money, his boating
dreams are just memories of
summers gone by.
During his college years,
our yard looked like a used
boat lot. Now the tinkering
has moved indoors and his
reclaimed bedroom is a cross
between Best Buy and Radio
Shack. Blue emitting LEDs

flash from every
crevice and shelf, as
a Rube Goldberg
inspired contraption
powered by what
sounds somewhat
like a Dyson vacuum
mines Bitcoins.
With a hash rate of +/- 170
the mining is slow. The noise
of CPU cooling fans is loud.
Profit is about $24.55 per
month, which quickly conjures
up the weekly closing credits
of Two Broke Girls. (And
that’s probably before I deduct
for the extra electric it takes.)
But you have to admire the
marketing savvy of Denison
and the entrepreneurial spirit
of people like Will.
As you look for stories in
the year ahead, perhaps there
are interesting angles like Bitcoin or the emerging rental
opportunities presented from
Freedom Boat Club, the peerto-peer, GetMyBoat.com and
Cruzin to share with readers
that provide inspiration to new
generations with entrepreneurial attitudes.
From all the Directors of
BWI, here’s wishing you
Happy Holidays and a Prosperous, Healthy New Year!
You can reach me at Alan@
wendtproductions.com.

Alan Wendt
BWI President
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BoatUS’s Podlich Is
“Woman of Year”

Margaret Podlich, president
of BoatUS, was named the
2014 Darlene Briggs Woman
of the Year, an award presented annually to an outstanding woman in the marine industry during the Marine Dealer Conference &
Expo. For the past 20 years,
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Calendar & Events
NMEA Connect Fest
at Toronto Boat Show
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Visitors to the Toronto International Boat Show will get a
close-up look at a "live" demonstration that shows how
the onboard networking standard NMEA 2000® operates.
Attendees will be able to participate in the free event,
called ConnectFest, anytime
during the nine-day show
which opens on January 10.
The NMEA 2000 network is
nonproprietary and enables
connection and disconnection
of products from different
manufacturers with no downtime on the network. An industry-wide group of experts
organized by the National
Marine Electronics Association developed the network
standard. Contact: Mark
Reedenauer, mreedenauer
@nmea.org.
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Marine Marketers of America
has issued an official call for
entries for the 2014 Neptune
Awards. The awards, which
recognize outstanding work in
the marine marketing field,
will be presented at the Miami
Boat Show in February 2015.
The competition is open to

any company or organization
producing and publishing
marine industry marketing
work in 2014. Entries will
accepted for 12 current
standing categories plus a
new one recognizing diversity marketing initiatives.
Deadline is January 9. Details
and official entry form, are
posted at www.marine marketersofamerica.org.

have been added. New for
2015: Entrants are required
to submit a short video that
demonstrates or explains the
innovative nature of the
product; all participants will
get free inclusion and recognition in the official show
guide; Innovation Awards’
winner recognition on the
Miami Boat Show website
year round. Program details,
requirements and benefits
can be found at http://
www.miamiboatshow.com/
exhibitors/promotions/
awards.aspx. The deadline
for entry is January 12, 2015.
The Innovation Awards program is managed by NMMA
and judged by members of
BWI. For more information
contact Rachel Timko,
rtimko@nmma.org.

Miami Innovation
Entries Due January 12
Entries for the 2015 Miami
International Boat Show®
Innovation Awards, one of
the industry’s most prestigious honors for product excellence, are now being accepted. Product categories
for the 2015 program have
been revised, improvements
have been made to the entry
requirements and benefits

Active Members
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Writer/Filmmaker
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The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or ad agencies.

