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In January, while my
editorial staff at PassagerMaker magazine
and I worked diligently on the April,
2012 issue, I experienced one of those
problems many an
editor in our field has
encountered. Two
freelancers backed
away from assignments that were due
within three weeks of their
deadlines. I’m pretty sure I felt
several individual hairs turn
gray.
The timing could not have
been worse, as we were also
neck deep in preparations for
the educational program at
the first-ever TrawlerPort
program at the Miami Yacht &
Brokerage Show on Collins
Avenue. And on top of that, I
was the chair for the Seamanship, Rescue and Safety judging
committee for the annual
writing contest, with a commitment to coordinate the
final results in a timely fashion
prior to the BWI meeting at
the Miami International Boat
Show. The very last thing I
wanted, or had the available
time to do, was write both
pieces myself.
In the past, I might have
retrieved my most recent
copy of the BWI Membership
Directory & Reference Guide
and started frantically search-

ing for a writer or two that I
could count on to produce
two entirely different stories
in an authoritative manner
and meet the old deadline. It
then dawned on me that the
opt-in directory is now available online at the BWI website, and that I hadn’t ever
taken advantage of this new,
convenient resource. Surely, I
thought, this was about to
make my job finding a qualified writer much easier.
And then Fate, or one of
the three of them, dealt me
an interesting card. One of
my writing contest judges,
Eric Colby, emailed his results
to me and, in closing, asked if
I would keep him in mind for
freelance work. You can imagine the speed with which I
replied, wondering if his
schedule might allow completion of two features in the
next three weeks. Twentyone days later, I had two wellwritten features on the most

recent advances in
coatings and safety
gear, along with a
host of images to
illustrate each.
I’ve known Eric
Colby for a number
of years, and have
followed his work at
Boating. I’ve long
appreciated his informative, entertaining
style and his ability
to handle a broad range of
general and technical boating
topics. And I’ve been in the
audience in numerous years as
he walked up to receive
awards for his BWI writing
contest entries. So have many
of you, I am sure.
My point is that Eric stands
out not only for his excellent
work, but also for his willingness to volunteer, and to help
grow this organization. There
are countless numbers of terrific writers among us, many
with specialized capabilities
and the depth of experience to
help advance our sport, to see
boating grow and prosper.
Service to your fellow writers
may not always mean direct,
measureable results, but it is
one of the best ways of staying
connected, making BWI a
stronger organization over the
coming years.

John Wooldridge
BWI President
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Life Member Hardman Has Died
BWI recently learned that
former President and Life
Member Tom Hardman
died in April, 2007 at the
age of 91, it was reported in
the Lakeland (FL) Ledger.
(Thanks to Tammy Sapp of
BWI Supporting member
Boat Ed - Kalkomey Enterprises who uncovered the
information while searching
for writers in the BWI databases.)
Hardman had a lifelong
and varied writing career,
serving as editorial director
of Air Force Magazine during
World War II (he rose to
the rank of Lt. Colonel), as
associate editor of Cosmopolitan Magazine in New
York, editor and publisher
of the Outboard Magazine and
Boating Progressor. He
wrapped up his career in
1982 after 20 years as editor
of The Water Skier in Winter
Haven, FL.
Hardman served as BWI

sport and industry (to view
the awards, go to http://
waterskihalloffame.com/
aodbook.html?
pageNumber=2). He was an
active member of St. John's
United Methodist Church in
Winter Haven and involved
in helping build an orphanage in the Dominican Republic in the 1980s.
“Tom, described as a
gentle and gracious man by
colleagues, offered a ready
smile and help to tenderfoot boating writers and to
his established peers,” observes BWI Executive Director Greg Proteau. “He
Tom Hardman
included visits to the Miami
Photo: Water Ski Hall of Fame
Boat Show through the 90s
and was a regular particiPresident in the 1970s and
pant in our meetings there. In
was a member of the Amerihis day, Tom served modcan Water Ski Educational
estly and effectively as a
Foundation. AWSEF pregoodwill ambassador besented its first “Award of
tween journalists and both
Distinction” to him in 1991
the water ski and boating
for years of service to the
industries.”

All 2011 Contest Winners Now Posted
An additional benefit of “going
digital” in the latest BWI Annual Writing Contest is that
all of the top three honored
articles and posts can be reviewed via links at bwi.org/
bwicontest/2012 winners.htm

and on the Contest page. A
listing by category, writer
and publication/site of dollarwinning entries can be accessed in list form there. A
click then downloads the
PDFs that were submitted by
entrants; as such, the images
do not include author or
publication identification.
Members often requested
access to the winners via the
website, but availability was
often limited simply because
posts were not made by the
publishers. Now the winning
selections can be used by

colleagues interested in craft
improvement or as guides to
content submitted for future
contest entries.
In addition to the Annual
Awards, information and
links to recent “Grand Prize
Awards” are on the Contest
page. For those who may
have missed it, the recent
Miami Award presentation
was covered by Soundings
Trade Only including a video
that at www.tradeonly today.com/home/518719-miami
-soundings-writers-honoredat-bwi-awards.
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Navigation App Debuted by Member
Betsy Clayton shared the
new smartphone application
she developed for the Great
Calusa Blueway Paddling Trail
at the International Boating
and Water Safety Summit in
San Diego in early March.
The app helps canoeists, kayakers and Stand-Up Paddleboarders glide through Estero Bay, home to Florida’s
first aquatic preserve and 50
miles of the Trail. It’s also
designed to improve safety
and convenience and available at no charge at the Apple app store.
Clayton believes it’s a first
-of-its-kind navigational aid,
which provides real-time GPS

coordinates and navigation,
interactive trail map
with places of interest identified, boating tips and regulations, a brief history of
Mound Key inhabitants and a
key to the island’s flora, fauna
and wildlife. More information and a link to download
the app is at
www.LeeParks.org/
BluewayApp.html and
www.calusablueway.com.
Future plans include expanding the app to encompass the entire 190-mile
Calusa Blueway as well as
creating an application for
droid versions of smart
phones for the whole trail.

Lee County
also will
launch
droid and
iPhone apps
for its Boaters Guide
and its Artificial Reef
Guide in
late 2012.
The apps
are funded
via a grant
from the
West Coast
Inland Navigation District. Contact Clayton at
bclayton@leegov.com.

Cruisers Aiding Sea Bird Counts
From the frigid waters of
Maine and Antarctica to the
warm tropical Caribbean
seas, boaters focused their
binoculars and cameras on
seabirds to participate in the
2011-12 inaugural SeaBC
SeaBird Count. The SeaBC is
a citizen science project organized by eight long-distance
birdwatching voyagers from

SeaBird counting off the Cape
Verde Islands.
Photo by Tom Wadlow

around the world including
BWI members Beth Leonard
on Hawk and Wendy Clarke
on Osprey.
This year’s inaugural Sea
BC was promoted by three
long-distance cruising rallies:
ARC (Atlantic Rally for
Cruisers, Canary Islands to
St. Lucia, 200 boats); Baja HaHa (San Diego to Cabo San
Lucas, 200 boats); and
Caribbean 1500(Hampton,
VA to Tortola, 70 boats).
Citizen science projects
are experiencing explosive
growth as volunteerism
adapts to technology. “It’s
a new generation with
new tools,” states Diana
Doyle, founder of the project. “We’re taking environmental social projects
like Earth Day cleanups to
the next level. The Facebook, Flickr, and Google
generation can now partici-

pate in their area of special
interest by collecting and
photographing geo-referenced data and uploading it
to scientists for study.”
Research projects such as
migration and nesting, climate
change, and beach erosion
are improved and accelerated
by including a larger observation and data-gathering pool.
SeaBC seabird count data
goes to Cornell University’s
eBird database, where boaters’ sightings become a resource for scientists worldwide.
Boating birders can share
sightings, receive identification help, and review a list of
recommended paper and
digital field guides at the
community page: www.face
book.com/Birding.Aboard.
Contact Diana Doyle, media@birdingaboard.com.
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Freelance
Life:
Art ofElection
Procrastination
BWI
Annual
Results
Several
a year we send
By
Lisatimes
Overing

Motorola Xoom

Alan Wendt has been an
active member of BWI for
nearly two decades, is a
current Director, and has
served as writing contest
judge and Innovations
Awards judge. He is the
editorial director for Marine CEO magazine and
publisher of two custom
lifestyle boating publications. Contact him at
Alan@wendtproductions.
com.
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Lisa Overing has been a freelance writer and photographer
dedicated to meeting every
single, solitary deadline since
2002. She is a former BWI
Director and previously wrote
under the byline Lisa Hoogerwerf Knapp. Contact her at
LisaMediaLLC@aol.com.
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Active
Active &
& Associate
Associate Member
Member News
News
AuCoin Alerts to
Gear Writing Contest
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with Fishound.com
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theseries
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Calendar & Events
Industry DC Meeting
The American Boating Congress, to be held in Washington, DC on April 24-25, is the
industry’s legislative conference, bringing participants
together to help influence
public
policy
and
present a
unified front on issues that
impact the recreational boating industry. ABC offers attendees an opportunity to discuss
and learn about state and federal legislation, get first-hand
insight from policymakers and
network with other industry
leaders. To learn more about
ABC visit http://www.nmma.
org/government/abc.

NMEA Expo Undegoes
Redesign for 2012
Marine electronics dealers and

technical personnel will be
attending the completely
redesigned 2012 NMEA International Marine Electronics Conference & Expo, to be
held September 26-29 at the
Loews Royal Pacific Resort in
Orlando, FL. Three technical
tracks will anchor the event:
a “Designer Track,”
“Installing to the Standards”
and “Business Training - Business Growth.” The Expo will
showcase marine electronics
in 11,000 square feet of exhibit area and highlight manufacturers' product introductions for 2013. Also new this
year, the 2012 RTCM Annual
Assembly Meeting and Conference has been scheduled
to coincide on September 26
-29 at the same resort.
Expo will continue to offer
numerous networking
events. For complete details
and to register, see
www.NMEA.org.

National Fishing &
Boating Week
National Fishing and Boating
Week (NFBW) June 2 - 10,
2012, is a national celebration of fishing and boating
coordinated by the Recreational Boating & Fishing
Foundation (RBFF). Coinciding with most states' free
fishing days, NFBW occurs
the first full week of June.
RBFF encourages fishing and
boating businesses and related organizations to be part
of this national effort by
hosting or sponsoring a
NFBW event. They feel it's a
great way to promote the
joys of boating and fishing
and increase awareness. An
Event Planning Kit is available
to help organizers. All materials are free and customizable and available at
www.rbff.org/page.cfm?
pageID=46.

Welcome New Members
Active Members
•Kevin Counts, Editor/

Writer, Grosse Ile, MI

•Jack Klang, Freelance

Writer, Suttons Bay, MI
•Anne Maclachlan, Free-

lance Writer, San Diego,
CA

Supporting Member
•The GPS Store, Scott

Heffernan, Sales Manager,
Ocean Isle Beach, NC

The BWI Journal is produced by and for members of Boating Writers International, 108 Ninth Street, Wilmette, IL 60091. (847) 736-4142. www.bwi.org.
Send items to be considered for publication to Greg Proteau, info@bwi.org. All
information contained herein is meant for the use of members, is in their best
interest, and appears in as true and accurate a form as possible.
Membership in BWI is open to anyone involved in the recreational boating industry. Active members are generally writers, editors, photographers and broadcasters. Associate members are generally P.R. or communications firms. Supporting members are usually manufacturers or ad agencies.

