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JUST L AUNCHED

Messing with Success? Yes!
Boston Whaler 170 Montauk
by John Page Williams

Don’t try to gild a lily. Don’t leave fish to find fish.
And don’t try to re-design an iconic boat.

W

ell, yes and no. Boston Whaler’s
classic Montauk 17 center console
skiff has set well-deserved standards
for small-boat seaworthiness, durability, and
utility for fifty-four of the company’s sixty years,
but no one will tell you it’s perfect, including this
writer, who has lived with a hard-working
member of the breed for twenty-five seasons and
counting. In the Chesapeake’s short, choppy
seas, any boat of this length is going to have to
move up and down a lot at any speed because it
is too short to bridge the distance between wave
crests. Trying to force the hull in these conditions
will rattle everything in the boat, including
her passengers.

Big Little Boats

That said, there are many reasons why a
well-designed skiff of this size makes sense. If
balanced correctly, it’s just big enough to handle
choppy Bay seas when operated prudently at
speeds appropriate to the conditions. It is stable
enough to allow skipper and passengers to stand
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and hold onto well-placed, sturdy rails, so they
can handle the motion of running those seas by
flexing their knees. It will run well and efficiently
with moderate horsepower (60 to 115), even
towing skiers and water toys when asked. It will
tow easily on a single-axle trailer behind a
mid-sized SUV or pickup and launch handily at
all but the sketchiest ramps. Finally, this boat will
float shallow enough to sneak over sand bars
into the Chesapeake’s most interesting creeks
and marshes. It’s hard to beat this class
for versatility.
From the first center console model in 1964,
Boston Whaler’s around-seventeen-feet center
consoles have been overachievers—big little
boats. Thousands of them are on the water
around the world doing every sort of job
imaginable. Whaler designers tweaked the hull
shape in 1976 and enlarged the model slightly in
2003, but the new 2018 Montauk is a complete
redesign incorporating important features asked
for by customers and dealers while retaining
most of the virtues of the original. We got to
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Visit www.whaler.com, or better yet, ask a dealer for a sea trial.

spend an hour with a standard model carrying a
bow-mount electric trolling motor and a 90-hp
Mercury at a Whaler press event in Sarasota,
Florida in August, followed by a full day at the
helm of an upscale model with teak trim and a
115-hp Merc during November’s Fish For a Cure
Tournament around Annapolis. Based on these
recent experiences, we can say that Whaler’s
design team got this boat right.

What’s New?

At 17 feet, 4 inches with a 7-foot, 3-inch beam,
the new 2018 170 Montauk is nine inches longer
and eight inches wider than the original, and
more than twice as heavy at 1,700 pounds dry,
without motor. The original weighs a mere 750
pounds dry. The trade-off is in substantially more
interior space. Perhaps most important, it was
designed to balance well with the standard
363-pound Mercury 90 or 115-hp Command
Thrust four-strokes, which have evolved over the
past decade into powerful, durable, smooth,
efficient powerplants ideally suited to this boat’s
missions. With a light load, the 90 offers a wide
range of efficient cruising speeds of 15 to 26
knots (3250-4500 rpms), with a top-end around
35 knots (6000 rpm). Fuel economy in that
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cruising range is around 5 nautical miles per
gallon, and the wide range of efficiency
offers a skipper plenty of opportunity
to find a comfortable speed in most
conditions. Speeds with the 115 top
out at 40 knots, but that capability is
useful only on the calmest water. The
two engines are based on the same
powerhead, so the main reason to go
with the larger engine is to support tow
sports with a full load onboard.
Other features added to this model
include a 25-gallon aluminum fuel tank
under the cockpit sole, the option of the
bow-mount trolling motor with a second
battery under the console, teak trim, a
bow casting deck with fishbox, a
dedicated anchor locker sized for a
Fortress FX-7 with chain and rode, and
optional cushions to form a sun pad.
Our test boat included a sturdy Bimini top,
which is easy to install and remove, a tow
arch, a light blue hull, and a Raymarine
Axiom 9 RV 9-inch electronics/navigation
Package. Additional options include
various seating accommodations, a
cooler, and livewell packages.

Boston Whaler
170 Montauk
LOA: 17' 4"
Beam: 7' 4"
Draft: 12"
Weight: 1,700 lbs. (dry,
no engine)
Max Power: 115 hp
Capacity: 7 adults
Min Horsepower: 90
Fuel: 25 gal.
www.whaler.com

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:
The console offers
wind and spray
protection, room for
three drinks and your
instruments; Moulded
in anchor storage; The
live bait well.
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RIGHT: Test day at the Fish for a Cure Tournament.

In two words, very well. The big
2.38:1 gearcase and 14.5-inch propeller
provides plenty of shove, even with
900 pounds of people and gear
aboard during the fishing tournament.
Conditions were moderate, with
northerly winds pushing one-foot
seas, but we encountered plenty of
powerboat wakes up to three feet high.
The hull has 16 degrees of deadrise
at the transom, flowing forward to
30 degrees at the bow entry, with a
slight amount of rocker in the sharp
keel to make the boat run slightly
bow-proud.
Though the hull is wider than its
predecessor, the distance between the
chines is less. The narrower footprint
presents a more delicate balance
between these bottom features. The
result is a remarkably soft, dry ride at
speeds in the twenties. It was almost
impossible to make the hull pound or

JENI PARRIS BRADY

How Does She Run?

throw spray in the conditions we saw.
Well, I did hit one wake wrong
deliberately on the way home, and the
boat came down hard on its port bow
quarter with spray over the bow. That
was my fault, not the Montauk’s. As
with any new boat, it pays to spend
time to learn to dial it in to a range of
conditions. Your crew will appreciate
the effort, and so will you.
Design
production
by:Whaler
Mike
The bottom
line? Boston
isn’t resting on its laurels, or neglecting

its smaller boats. The 2018 170 Montauk
is an instant winner that stands true to
its heritage as a safe, unsinkable little
boat that loves the full range of
Chesapeake-appropriate assignments.
List prices range from $34,000 to
$45,000 with trailer, depending on
power and other options. !
John Page WIlliams is our fishing and boat
review editor-at-large and the author of
the Chesapeake Almanac column.

DUE SPRING 2018 - Look for our newest showroom- 110 Compromise St., Downtown Annapolis!

170 Montauk

230 Vantage

330 Outrage

170 Montauk
Clean lines, low-maintenance construction and a pristine ﬁnish give the 170 Montauk® a classic Whaler look, with all of the
features and options that make it a center console you can trust. The 170’s quick planing, smooth ride and cutting-edge
details make it poised for the future, while sport ﬁshermen will appreciate its ample ﬁshing space and stability.

To request an appointment or quote: www.Whalertowne.com
108 Hess Frontage Road, Grasonville, MD 21638 (410) 827-8080
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Creative services include 3 drafts of design. Be sure to double-check spelling, grammar, layout and

