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unng Antigua’s 2024 Classic Regatea, The
Blue Peter charged toward the finish line

powered by 15-knottradewindsand a
matley crew of newly formed friends. The
65ft Alfred Mylne cutter, built in 1930, was in her

winning element, and so was her owner and captain,
Mathew Barker. For hours, he'd been choreographmghis
team die joser to haul, trim and tack, and as the race
ended, he stood up from his place at the helm, threw his

arms in the air and loudly announced, *1 love my job!™

Barker's livelthood is hard to describe and even more
difficult to believe. His workplace, aboard a boat he's
thrown his heart and soul into, changes location with
the seasons. Co-workers come and go, and schedules
shift like the weather. His chosen occupation, as charter
captam of his own classic yacht, requires boundless
determination, quirky humour, and an ability to fix
anything and vthing that breaks. It'sa dream job,
but not for the faint-hearted.

In winter you can find The Blue Peter at one of
several islands i the Caribbean. She's easy to spot with
her tall rig and masthead burgee emblazoned with the
maritime signal letter P. Races in the region draw the
boat up and down the island chain until late spring
when it's time
Bermuda befor
summer sailing begms.

Long before Barker created his enviable career, he
had another highly successful one in London's banking

th. Typically, there’s 2 stop in
mmute to Nantucket, where
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sector, replete with a desirable lifestyle. However, all
that changed in 1999 when he found The Blue Peter in
Elba, Italy. Sorely neglected and in deep disrepair,
Barker saw beyond the flaws to the elegant vessel it
once was and possibly could be. In a bold move, he
bought it, quit his job, and for three years worked to
unearth the boat's history and restore the
septuagenarian to her original plans and glory.

Alfred Mylne was known for many impressive

designs of race-winning yachts, so when W_King and
Sons of Burnham-on-Crouch launched The Bliee Peter,
she had a legacy to uphold. Her first owner, Desmond
to fill his desire
ective alteration

Molins, lengthened her 10 feet in 193
for a bigger boat. It proved to be an e
because over the next two decades, the sleck Bermudian
Cutter won over S0 races m and around the south coast

of England.

Barker explained that before the restoration, he'd
tucked away enough funding to last a long time, but
after three winters in boat yards, with summer breaks
for sailing, “The pot of gold ran out. | either had to get
a real job or start making money with the boat. 1 still
had quite a lot of connections in the city, so rather than

sailing there, why not take them to the

h of France drew the first guests
in and chartering began in earnest. He competed in a
few races with former clients, then asked brokers,
“How about bringmg people down for ¢

races?”

PHOTOMELISIA SCHIE

At the time, 1t was a novel concept, but it quickly
took off. He spent 15 consecutive summers racing in
the Mediterranean. “I've done them all,” he sasd.
“Saint Tropez, Cannes, Palma, Antibes.™ Not only did
he race in those distinguished contests, be brought
home plenty of awards and prizes. “The only one 1
never won was Saint Tropez. | came in second so many
times but never won it.”

During that time, the scene in the area changed
dramancally. “When | started doing it, classic sasling
was kind of new on the scene,™ Barker explained.
“People were still talking about Altair [1931 134-footer

¢ Fife]” Wealthy people bent on winning began
bringing in rock-star crews. “Even if [ wanted to, [ can’t
compete with that kind of situation.™

CARIBBEAN BOUND
Luckily, opportunity blew in and Bark
got underwa

er grabbed

ome clients asked to charter Th,

Peter for a transatlantic race from Portugal to
Barbados. It would provide good income and a chance
to do an Atlantic crossing on his own boat with a finish
in the Caribbean. He accepted and readied the boat for
the 2012 Panera: Transat Classique. It turned out to be,
in Barker's words, “ A pleasant sail,” with a bonus,
second place finish. In Bajan style, there were parties,

ample rum, and an obvious reason to stick around for
the Round the Island Race. “1 got there and met so
many people, 1 got bitten.”
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er a winter of island hopping and sampling more
races, be ended the season at the 2013 Antigua Classic
Yacht Regatta with a fleet of
Competition that year took place in the windiest

0 tradstional beauties.

for the event. Ommous seas
and winds topping 30 knots produc

conditions ever rec

a long list of
casualties. Foctunately, on board The Blue Peter were
members he Italian Amenca’s Cap Team, the perfect
crew when a chainplate pulled out of the deck and the

mast came down. “If you're going to break your rig,
they're the people to have on board,” Barker said with
confidence. “One was in the water in 2 minute to cut
the rig free. They knew just what to do.”

Once the mayhem was sorted, it was clear that the
dismasting had caused serious internal damage. With a
storm sail and the mast stump, Barker limped to S¢
Thomas where his boat was loaded onto a Med-bound
ship. Once there, in Villefranche-sur-Merrepairs were
made and a new mast buile by Gilbert Pasqui. They also
decuded to reinstate 10ft (3.1m) that had been tnmmed
from the height of the rig in the 19705 for short-handed
sailing. Wich that alteration, the unstoppable cutter
became unbeatable.

The next voyage to the Caribbean launched Barker
on a life-al
There wer

couldn’t fathom.
h a growing

ring course, one even he

more races there, along

st
of satished clients. Breaks in the action were spent in
ales, which i where be met boatbuilder Ross
Gannon. Anchored together m Dominica, the two
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_J’




THE BLUE PETER
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