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by Andy Cross

THANK YOU    FOR TEACHING  
ME TO ROW

FOR LOVE OF THE WATER AND FAMILY…
 AND SHARING IT WITH OTHERS

.ver the power of the wind and the rhythm of the 

waves pushing Yahtzee westward away from the coast 

NE� "DMSQ@K�  LDQHB@�� SGD� ATYYHMF� OGNMD� HM� LX� ONBJDS�
OTKKR� LD� @V@X� EQNL� SGD� LNLDMS� ITRS� ADENQD� KNRHMF� BDKK�
RDQUHBD
�(SŗR�LX�O@QDMSR��KDSSHMF�LD�JMNV�SG@S�LX�FQ@MCLNSGDQ� 
has passed away.

 � EDV�GNTQR� K@SDQ�� RTQFHMF� ENQV@QC�TMCDQMD@SG�@�AK@MJDS�NE�
SVHMJKHMF�RS@QR�NM�LX�ƥQRS�V@SBG�NE�VG@S�VHKK�AD�SGQDD�C@XR�@MC�
MHFGSR�@MC�MD@QKX�����LHKDR�TMCDQV@X�� (ŗL�VNQJHMF�SGQNTFG�@�
sea of emotions — a building swell is running in my head. 

My immediate introspections are on how sublimely gratifying 

it is for our family to be on passage and the thrill of sailing 

downwind through the night in 20 knots of breeze and sizable 

ENKKNVHMF� RD@R
�  S� SGD� R@LD� SHLD�� SGD� UNX@FD� HR� AHSSDQRVDDS�
ADB@TRD�)HKK��/NQSDQ��,@FMTR��@MC�(�@QD�R@C�SN�AD�KD@UHMF�-HB@Q@FT@�
and the great times we’ve had there over the past two months. 

8DS��VDŗQD�DWBHSDC�ENQ�SGD�ETSTQD�ŕ�RTLLDQ�HM� K@RJ@�@MC�MDV�
horizons beyond. 

6HSG� @KK� NE� SGHR�� SGNTFG�� SGDQDŗR� @M�TMCDQBTQQDMS� NE� HMSDMRD�
KNRR
�,X�FQ@MCLNSGDQŗR�O@RRHMF�V@R�DWODBSDC��ATS�RSHKK��HS�GTQSR�
deeply. Staring at the celestial array overhead with the wind at 

LX�A@BJ��LX�FQHDE�RNNM�AQHMFR�@�RLHKD�SN�LX�E@BD
�,DLNQHDR�@MC�
RSNQHDR� ƦNV� @ANTS� '@KKNVDDM� BNRSTLDR� RGDŗC� BQ@ESDC� ENQ�LD�
@MC�LX�RHAKHMFR��FHMFDQAQD@C�GNTRDR�VDŗC�BNMRSQTBSDC�SNFDSGDQ�

@S� "GQHRSL@R�� @MC� RM@SBGHMF� ENNC� EQNL� SGD� JHSBGDM� TMSHK� RGD�
CDBK@QDC�HS�BKNRDC
�6GHKD�SGD�V@UD�NE�@MDBCNSDR�@MC�FQ@SHSTCD�
V@RG�NUDQ�LD��(�JDDO�BNLHMF�A@BJ�SN�NMD�SGHMF��R@HKHMF
�'DQD�(�
@L�NM�LX�NVM�AN@S��R@HKHMF�NƤRGNQD�TMCDQ�@�AD@TSHETK�MHFGS�RJX�
with my family — and I owe it to her. 

ROW FORTH
,X�FQ@MCL@�� 2@MCQ@�"QNRR�� NQ�&Q@MCLNL�@R�VD� B@KKDC� GDQ��

loved Bass Lake — the little lake in Michigan where we grew up 

R@HKHMF
�6G@SŗR�LNQD��RGD�KNUDC�HS�VGDM�GDQ�E@LHKX�V@R�NM�SGD�
V@SDQ��VGDSGDQ�HM�@�B@MND��J@X@J��R@HKAN@S��NQ�ONVDQAN@S
�
.MD�NE�LX�ENMCDRS�LDLNQHDR� HR�NE�GDQ� SD@BGHMF�LD�GNV�SN�

QNV
�2HSSHMF�NM�SGD�AN@SŗR�RSDQM�RD@S��RGD�ADF@M�SGD�KDRRNMR�VHSG�
GNV�SN�LNUD�SGD�N@QR�HM�RXMB�SN�L@JD�HS�SQ@BJ�HM�@�RSQ@HFGS�KHMD��
and opposite one another to turn. Then how to look over my 

shoulder to pilot the little boat where I wanted it to go on the 

K@JD
�6HSG�GDQ�HMRSQTBSHNM��(�KD@QMDC�GNV�SN�AD�R@ED�NM�SGD�V@SDQ�
and how to properly moor the boat and stow all the equipment 

VGDM� SGD� C@X�V@R� CNMD
� (� MDDCDC� SN� CN� @KK� NE� SGHR�� RGD� R@HC��
ADENQD� (� BNTKC�CQHUD� SGD�NTSAN@QC�NQ� R@HK�NM�LX�NVM
�6GHBG� (�
desperately wanted to do.

6GDM� HS� CHC� BNLD� SHLD� ENQ� LD� SN� KD@QM� GNV� SN� TRD� SGD�
NTSAN@QC�� @S� GDQ� TQFHMF�� (� G@C� SN� RSTCX� @MC� O@RR� LX� R@ED�
AN@SDQ� SDRS�@MC�FDS�LX�BDQSHƥB@SD
�8NT�RDD��&Q@MCLNL�CHCMŗS�
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ITRS�SD@BG�LD�@ANTS�SGD�V@SDQ��RGD�S@TFGS�NSGDQR�@R�VDKK
�2GD�
raised my dad and four uncles on the water before me and my 

RHAKHMFR��@MC�V@R�NMD�NE�SGD�EDV�EDL@KD�"N@RS�&T@QC� TWHKH@QX�
safe boating instructors in the United States at the time. As 

@� E@SGDQ�NE� SVN�@MC�R@HKHMF� HMRSQTBSNQ�LXRDKE�� HSŗR�@� KDF@BX� (ŗL� 
honored to carry on. 

*DX� SN� GDQ� @OOQN@BG�VGDM� SD@BGHMF�LD�V@R� SN� MTQSTQD�LX�
excitement for all things boating. She exposed me to new 

RJHKKR�@MC�DWODQHDMBDR��@MC�SGDM�RSDOODC�A@BJ�@MC�V@SBGDC�LD�
ƦNTQHRG
�'DQ� QNVHMF� KDRRNMR�NODMDC�TO� SGD� EQDDCNL�SN�L@JD�
LX�NVM�V@X�HMSN�R@HKHMF��VGHBG�TMJMNVHMFKX�@S�SGD�SHLD��VNTKC�
become a lifelong endeavor.

+HJD� @MX� NE� TR�� &Q@MCLNL�V@R� @� BNLOKDW� ODQRNM� @MC� G@C�
GDQ� RSQTFFKDR�� DRODBH@KKX� SNV@QCR� SGD� DMC� NE� GDQ� KHED�� @MC� (�
BNMSDLOK@SDC� SGNRD�� SNN
� 'NVDUDQ�� VHSG� VHMC� KHSDQ@KKX� HM� LX�
R@HKR� VGDM� (� KD@QMDC� NE� GDQ� O@RRHMF�� HS� V@R� HLONRRHAKD� MNS�
SN� QDƦDBS�NM�@KK� SGD� SGHMFR� (� @L��@MC�@KK� SGD� SGHMFR� (�GNOD� (�L�
teaching my boys to be — some of which I carry on in her wake.

SAIL ON
6GDM�HS�BNLDR�SN�ADHMF�NM�SGD�V@SDQ�� (� KHJD� HS�@KK��ATS� (� KNUD�

sailing. Some of my earliest memories at the lake are racing 

NM�SGD�E@LHKX�.ŗ#@X�C@XR@HKDQ�@MC�2TMƥRG
�.TQ�R@HKHMF�BKTA�ŕ�
through which my great grandfather was an active racer well 

HMSN�GHR���R�ŕ�Q@BDC�DUDQX�6DCMDRC@X��2@STQC@X��@MC�2TMC@X��
@MC�SGD�Q@BDR�ADF@M�@MC�DMCDC�QHFGS�NƤ�NE�NTQ�CNBJ
�
3GNTFG�GHR�C@TFGSDQ��LX�&Q@MCLNL��R@HKDC�HM�RNLD�NE�SGDRD�

Q@BDR�� (� LNRSKX� QDLDLADQ� GDQ� ADHMF� NM� SGD� Q@BD� BNLLHSSDD
�
6GHKD�VD�VDQD� @KK� QHFFHMF�AN@SR� NQ� RBTQQXHMF� EQNL� SGD� GNTRD�

VNKƥMF� CNVM� R@MCVHBGDR�� RGDŗC� BGDBJ� HM� VHSG� @� SGDQLNR� NE�
BNƤDD�HM�NMD�G@MC�@MC�@�BKHOAN@QC�HM�SGD�NSGDQ�ADENQD�GD@CHMF�
a couple docks away to hold race committee court. Man I loved 

SGNRD� RTLLDQ� C@XRş(� RSHKK� CN
�6G@S� (ŗUD� BNLD� SN� @OOQDBH@SD�
HM� SGD�XD@QR� RHMBD� HR� SG@S��VGHKD� SGDRD�DWODQHDMBDR�L@X� RDDL�
TMHPTD�HM�SGD�DXDR�NE�@M�NARDQUDQ��ENQ�NTQ�E@LHKX��HS�V@R�ITRS�@�
normal day at the lake.

!DHMF�NMD�NE�SGD�KHFGSDRS�BQDV�@U@HK@AKD��(�V@R�@�SNO�BGNHBD�ENQ�
L@MX�RJHOODQR�ŕ�HMBKTCHMF�LX�C@C��TMBKDR��@MC�E@LHKX�EQHDMCR
�
$UDQX�VDDJ��(ŗC�L@JD�SGD�QNTMCR�NM�U@QHNTR�AN@SR�VHSG�B@OS@HMR�
who each handled the race course and wind conditions in their 

own way. My dad would whisper when the wind went light. 

,X� TMBKD� VNTKC� FDS� VNQJDC� HMSN� @� ƦTQQX� NE� DWBHSDLDMS� @MC�
DWOKDSHUDR�VGDM�VD�VDQD�@GD@C�@MC�DWSDMCHMF�NTQ�KD@C��VGHBG�
GD�CHC�NESDM
� MC�@M�NKCDQ�E@LHKX�EQHDMC��%QDC��VNTKC�RHS�PTHDS�
and steady at the helm even when the wind howled and the rain 

ODKSDC�GHR�VDKK�KNUDC�XDKKNV�I@BJDS�SG@S�G@C�KNMF�RHMBD�KNRS�@MX�
V@SDQOQNNƥMF�HS�L@X�G@UD�G@C
�
%QNL� R@HKHMF� NM� NTQ� KHSSKD� K@JD�� (� ITLODC� HMSN� SGD� AHF� AQHMX�

AKTD�NBD@M�NM�@�CDKHUDQX�EQNL�%S
�+@TCDQC@KD��%KNQHC@��MNM�RSNO�
SN� -DVONQS�� 1GNCD� (RK@MC�� @S� @FD� ��
� 3G@S� V@R� SGD� TKSHL@SD�
ř6GN@ʖŚ� LNLDMS� SG@S� RGNS� LD� HMSN� SGD� R@HKHMF� HMCTRSQX� @MC�
RO@QJDC�CQD@LR�NE� BQTHRHMF�NM� @�AN@S�VHSG� )HKK� @MC�� RNLDC@X��
JHCR�NE�NTQ�NVM
�(�QDLDLADQ�B@KKHMF�&Q@MCLNL�EQNL�-DVONQS��
CDRBQHAHMF� SGD� AN@S�� SGD� O@RR@FD�� @MC� SGD� HLLDMRD� R@HKHMF�
scene I’d suddenly found myself in. My enthusiasm probably 

ITLODC�SGQNTFG�SGD�OGNMD�@MC��NM�SGD�NSGDQ�DMC��RGD�L@SBGDC�
it with her own excitement. These calls to her would continue 

throughout my water-borne adventures and eventually extend 

into my writing. 

Fast forward through college racing and cruising with a 

U@QHDSX� NE� ODNOKD� NM� MTLDQNTR� AN@SR�� SD@BGHMF� R@HKHMF� HM�
%KNQHC@�� SGD� "@QHAAD@M�� @MC� !@G@L@R� ENQ� XD@QR� @MC� )HKK� @MC� (�

The author heads out for a sail on Bass Lake, Michigan. 

On or near the water, Grandmom was in her element. 

Andy Cross

Andy Cross

Andy Cross



4 8 º  N O RT H J U LY  2 0 2 130

VDQD� /@BHƥB� -NQSGVDRS� ANTMC
� 6GDM� VD� ANTFGS� Yahtzee in 

2D@SSKD�� (�QDLDLADQ�SGD�DK@SHNM�@MC�RTOONQS�EQNL�LX�O@QDMSR��
FQ@MCO@QDMSR�� @MC�NSGDQR
� (SŗR� NMD� SGHMF� SN� BG@RD� XNTQ� R@HKHMF�
CQD@LR��ATS�HSŗR�@MNSGDQ�SN�G@UD�@�BGDDQHMF�RDBSHNM�NE�AN@SDQR�
ADGHMC�XNT
�&Q@MCLNL��HM�O@QSHBTK@Q��KNUDC�ENKKNVHMF�LX�AKNFR�
@MC� @QSHBKDR� @ANTS� R@HKHMF� SGQNTFGNTS� .QDFNM�� 6@RGHMFSNM��
!QHSHRG�"NKTLAH@�� K@RJ@��@MC�DUDMST@KKX�SN�,DWHBN�@MC�"DMSQ@K�
 LDQHB@
�6GDM�VD� RONJD�� (� BNTKC� EDDK� SG@S�LX� R@HKHMF� RSNQHDR�
ƦNVDC�EQNL�LD�SN�GDQ�@R�RGD�KHUDC�UHB@QHNTRKX��BNMRHCDQHMF�GDQ�
HMƦTDMBD�NM�LD��(�EDKS�SGDRD�VDQD�GDQ�RSNQHDR��SNN

 LNMFRS�LX�FQ@MCLNSGDQŗR�RNMR��HS�V@R�LX�C@C�VGN�SNNJ�GHR�

passion for sailing the furthest and has remained continually 

@BSHUD�@R�@�R@HKNQ
� KV@XR�JDDM�ENQ�@�BQTHRHMF�NQ�Q@BHMF�@CUDMSTQD��
my dad takes every opportunity he can to come sail with 

)HKK�� /NQSDQ�� ,@FMTR�� @MC� LD�� BQTHRHMF� HM� 6@RGHMFSNM�� !QHSHRG�
"NKTLAH@��  K@RJ@�� @MC� "@KHENQMH@�� @MC� Q@BHMF� HM� SGD� .QDFNM�
.ƤRGNQD� 1@BD
�  MC� (� JMNV� &Q@MCLNL� KNUDC� V@SBGHMF� SG@S�
O@RRHMF�NM�NE�R@HKHMF�SGQNTFG�GDQ�E@LHKX��EQNL�GDQ�E@SGDQ�@KK�SGD�
way down to her great-grandchildren. 

SPREAD THE LOVE
(�VQHSD�@KK�NE�SGHR�MNS�NMKX�@R�@�SQHATSD�SN�LX�&Q@MCLNL�NQ�@R�

@M�@TSNAHNFQ@OGX��ATS�LNRSKX�@R�DMBNTQ@FDLDMS�ENQ�ODNOKD�NE�
all ages and backgrounds to get out on the water together. Sail 

VHSG�SGD�XNTMF��XNTMF�@S�GD@QS��@MC�DUDQXNMD�HM�ADSVDDM
� (SŗR�
never too early to start someone into a life of boating and it’s 

MDUDQ�SNN�K@SD�SN�EDDK�SGD�OTKK�NE�SGD�SHKKDQ�HM�XNTQ�G@MC��SGD�VHMC�
HM�XNTQ�G@HQ��NQ� SGD� INX�NE�RG@QHMF� HS�VHSG�@MNSGDQ�ODQRNM
� FD�
doesn’t matter on the water and the ocean doesn’t care what 

generation you’re part of. 

%HQRSG@MC��(ŗL�@V@QD�NE�SGD�HLLDMRD�U@KTD�NE�HMSDQFDMDQ@SHNM@K�
sailing in order to grow the sport and lifestyle. It’s how I grew 

TO
�6GDM�(�B@LD�@BQNRR�SGD�ENKKNVHMF�PTNSD�EQNL�@�42�2@HKHMF�
@QSHBKD�NM�SGD�SNOHB��SG@S�E@BS�V@R�QD@KKX�CQHUDM�GNLD�ŕ�@MC�HSŗR�
likely to resonate with many sailors: 

ř2@HKHMF�VHSG� @CTKSR� @MC� NM�L@MX� CHƤDQDMS� AN@S� SXODR�V@R�
NMBD� SGD�MNQL�ENQ�XNTMF�R@HKNQR
�!TS�XNTSG�R@HKHMF�� KHJD�L@MX�

NSGDQ�XNTSG�RONQSR��G@R�ADBNLD�HMBQD@RHMFKX�RODBH@KHYDC�HM�SGD�
O@RS�EDV�CDB@CDR
�3GDRD�C@XR��L@MX�XNTMF�R@HKNQR�MDUDQ�UDMSTQD�
NTSRHCD� NE� SGDHQ� ITMHNQ� R@HKHMF� OQNFQ@LR� SN� R@HK� VHSG� @CTKSR��
SQX� MDV� AN@SR� ADXNMC� SGD� L@HMRSQD@L� XNTSG� R@HKHMF� BK@RRDR��
or race on an intergenerational team. These experiences are 

foundational to lifelong sailing participation and to developing 

the sailing skills to be a future champion.”

I have only recently come to realize how growing up racing 

@MC� R@HKHMF� VHSG� RN� L@MX� ODNOKD� NM� CHƤDQDMS� AN@SR� RG@ODC�
SGD�E@SGDQ��B@OS@HM��@MC�R@HKHMF�BN@BG� (�G@UD�ADBNLD��VGDSGDQ�
(ŗL�R@HKHMF�VHSG�LX�VHED�@MC�RNMR�� EQHDMCR��NQ� RSTCDMSR
� (M�LX�
DWODQHDMBD��VG@S�L@SSDQR�LNRS�HR�SG@S�VDŗQD�NTS�GDQD�SNFDSGDQ�
ŕ�E@LHKHDR��EQHDMCR��@MC�@BPT@HMS@MBDR�NE�@KK�@FDR�@MC�@AHKHSHDR�
ŕ� KD@QMHMF� EQNL� NMD� @MNSGDQ� @MC� O@RRHMF� @KNMF� SGD� INXR� NE�
R@HKHMF�SN�VGNLDUDQ�VD�B@M
�6GDSGDQ�RGD�JMDV�HS�NQ�MNS��SG@S�
HR�DW@BSKX�VG@S�&Q@MCLNL�CHC�VGDM�RGD�SNNJ�GDQ�RNMR�NM�SGD�
V@SDQ��VGDM�RGD�S@TFGS�R@ED�AN@SDQ�BK@RRDR��VGDM�RGD�VNQJDC�
NM�SGD�Q@BD�BNLLHSSDD��NQ�VGDM�RGD�O@SHDMSKX�R@S�HM�SGD�A@BJ�NE�
a rowboat and calmly explained to her grandson how to make it 

move through the water. 

I don’t know how many miles have passed under all the 

JDDKR�NE�@KK�SGD�AN@SR�(ŗUD�R@HKDC��VHSG�@KK�SGD�ODNOKD�HM�@KK�SGD�
OK@BDR��RHMBD�ƥQRS�CHOOHMF�SGD�N@QR�NE�SG@S�KHSSKD�QNVAN@S�HM�SGD�
V@SDQ
� !TS� (� G@UD�LX�&Q@MCLNL� SN� SG@MJ� ENQ� D@BG� @MC�DUDQX�
LHKD�SGDQD@ESDQ
�3G@SŗR�@�FHES� (�VHKK�MDUDQ�ENQFDS��MDUDQ�S@JD�ENQ�
FQ@MSDC��@MC�NMD�(�VHKK�@KV@XR�B@QQX�NM�HM�LDLNQX�NE�GDQ

(MCDDC��SGD�K@RS�SHLD�(�R@V�&Q@MCLNL��(�SNNJ�GDQ�G@MC�NƤ�SGD�

@QLQDRS�NE�GDQ�VGDDKBG@HQ��GDKC�HS�HM�LHMD��JHRRDC�GDQ�ENQDGD@C�
@MC��VHSG�R@KSX�SD@QR�VDKKHMF�HM�LX�DXDR��VGHRODQDC��ř3G@MJ�XNT�
for teaching me to row.”  

Andy Cross is the editor of 48° North. You can follow his family’s 
cruising adventures at SailingYahtzee.com. 

Porter, Magnus and Andy hang out on Yahtzee’s foredeck 
off the coast of Vancouver Island. 

Porter and Magnus carrying on the family sailing tradition. 

http://www.SailingYahtzee.com
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