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Reaching south out of Resurrection 
!@X�O@RS�SGD�1TFFDC�(RK@MCR��@�K@QFD�
easterly swell rolls from our port 

RHCD�� @MC� @� CDMRD�� Q@HMX� ENF� DMUDKNOR�
jagged Aialik Cape to the southwest. The 
glorious weather we basked in days before 
MD@Q�2DV@QC�HR�ATS�@�ƦDDSHMF�LDLNQX��@R�@�
strong gale has been whipping the Gulf of 
Alaska into a frenzy ever since. Our true 
VDKBNLHMF�O@QSX�SN�SGD�*DM@H�EINQCR��SGDM��
is a washing machine ride around the 
B@OD�ŕ�@�QHO�NƤ�SGD�A@MC@HC�RNQS�NE�R@HK�
SG@S�NODMR�NTQ�DXDR�� STQMR�NTQ�RSNL@BGR�
ITRS� DMNTFG�� @MC� L@JDR� TR� R@X�� ř'DKKN�
@F@HM��NBD@M
Ś

The ominous cape we’re transiting 
deserves the wide berth we give it. Rain 
ONTQR�NƤ�LX�GNNC�VGHKD� (� RSDDQ� SGQNTFG�
the 10-plus foot swell and mixed up 
V@UDR� QDUDQADQ@SHMF� NƤ� SGD� QNBJX�
GD@CK@MC
�3N�AD�RTQD��HSŗR�OQNUHMF�SN�AD�@�
sporty rounding that is invigorating and 
exciting in an odd way that only a sailor 
B@M� @OOQDBH@SD
� %NQSTM@SDKX�� HSŗR� @� RGNQS�
ride to salvation. Once we tuck around 
the eastern side of this narrow peninsula 
HMSN� H@KHJ�!@X��NTQ�BQDV�ƥMCR�B@KL�RD@R�
and what will turn into two weeks of truly 
remote cruising on the Kenai Peninsula. 
3GD�O@XNƤ�HR�VNQSG�HS


GETTING HERE
3GQDD�C@XR�OQHNQ��NTQ�E@LHKX��VHSG�)HKKŗR�

LNL� #NMM@� HM� SNV�� CDO@QSDC� 2DV@QC�
back into the cruising life. We’d hit the 
pause button less than two years earlier 
for Jill to work and for us to complete 
some necessary projects on our beloved 
ƦN@SHMF�GNLD
�(M�SG@S�SHLD��VD�VNQJDC�NM��
various upgrades — large and small — to 
Yahtzee�� ATS� HLLDQRHMF� NTQRDKUDR� HM� SGD�
community and making wonderful friends 
and memories was the real reward. 
-NV�� QD@CX� ENQ� @MNSGDQ� RTLLDQ� NE�

cruising in Alaska before sailing south 
ENQ� V@QLDQ� BKHLDR�� NTQ� ƥQRS� FN@K� HR� SN�

KENAI 
PENINSULA 
DISCOVERED

ADVENTURE AND SOLITUDE FOUND IN  
THIS STUNNING CRUISER’S PLAYGROUND

by Andy Cross
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Some of the highlights of Yahtzee’s voyage 
between Resurrection Bay and Tonsina Bay. 

Seldom visited by cruising sailboats,  
Kenai Fjords National Park is a truly  

wild destination. 

Caption

spend two weeks hopping down the 
*DM@H� /DMHMRTK@ŗR� L@MX� EINQCR�� HRK@MCR��
A@XR�� @MC� BNUDR
� 2HLTKS@MDNTRKX� RDQDMD�
@MC� QTFFDC�� @� RSTMMHMF� K@MCRB@OD� ETKK�
NE� FK@BHDQR�� S@KK� LNTMS@HM� OD@JR�� @MC�
thick forests promises an unforgettable 
adventure after breaking free from 
civilization and turning west into 
SGD� VHKCR� NE� *DM@H� %INQCR� -@SHNM@K� 
Park and beyond. 

Each stop along the way will provide 
new and impressive vantage points from 
which to experience this seldom cruised 
region of Alaska. 

AIALAK BAY BEGINNINGS
Perched in Yahtzee’s companionway 

RS@QHMF� @BQNRR� @� FK@RRX� BNUD�� @� RBDMD�
unfolds before me that seems surreal. A 
waterfall plummets from a verdant forest 
and tumbles into the sea. Clouds swirl 
@MC�C@MBD�ADSVDDM�LNTMS@HMSNOR��@MC�@�
GD@UX�LHRS� QDLHMCR�LD� SG@S� HMCDDC��VD�
are cruising in a temperate rainforest — 
just in case I wasn’t fully aware.

After rounding Aialak Cape  
(pronounced I-al-ick)�� SGD� EDDKHMF� NE�
VHKCDQMDRR� HR� O@KO@AKD�� HM� L@MX� V@XR�
on par with our time spent in Glacier 
Bay National Park two summers before. 
-N� BDKK� RDQUHBD� @MC� UHQST@KKX� MN� 5'%�
connection ushers in an intense sense 
of solitude and creates the need for self-
RTƧBHDMBX�@KK�BQTHRDQR�RSQHUD�ENQ

3GNTFG�MD@QKX�CDUNHC�NE�ODNOKD��SGD�A@X�

HR�SD@LHMF�VHSG�KHED
�6D�CTRS�NƤ�NTQ�ƥDKC�
FTHCDR�@MC�HCDMSHEX�@�U@QHDSX�NE�RD@AHQCR��
RD@� RS@QR�� TQBGHMR�� @MC� @MDLNMDR
� !@KC�
D@FKDR� @MC� FTKKR� RN@Q� NUDQGD@C�� O@HQR� NE�
AK@BJ� NXRSDQB@SBGDQR� BG@SSDQ� @S� TR�� RD@KR�
@MC�NSSDQR�OK@X�HM�@MBGNQ@FDR��@MC��LTBG�
SN� NTQ� RTQOQHRD�� VD� DUDM� BNLD� @BQNRR� @�
lone wolverine trundling along a beach.
%QNL�NTQ�ƥQRS�@MBGNQ@FD�HM�3GQDD�'NKD�

!@X��VD�LNSNQR@HK�MNQSGV@QC�SN�"NKDL@M�
Bay and then Abra Cove. Though Aialak 
!@X� HR� M@LDC� @R� RTBG�� HS� HR� @BST@KKX� @�
FK@BH@K� EINQC�� NMD� NE� RDUDQ@K� SG@S� L@JD�
TO� *DM@H� %INQCR� -@SHNM@K� /@QJ
� ,NUHMF�
E@QSGDQ� MNQSG� HMSN� SGD� A@X�� VD� RS@QD� HM�
awe at steep mountains rising from a 
deep sea. Razor-sharp ridge lines and 
impressively twisted coves and valleys 
make up the eastern and western shores 
where hanging glaciers reside in cirques 
and three huge glaciers creep seaward 
CNVM�RDKE�L@CD�U@KKDXR�KHJD�ƥMFDQR�NE�HBD��

'NKF@SD�� H@KHJ��@MC�/DCDQRNM
�3GD�ENQLDQ�
SVN� @QD� SHCDV@SDQ� FK@BHDQR�� LD@MHMF�
they terminate in the bay and we watch 
@R� SGDX� CN� ITRS� SG@S�� B@KUHMF� VHSG� @�
thunderous roar into the water. Motoring 
B@QDETKKX�ADSVDDM�AHSR�NE�HBD��VD�CHO�@�MDS�
in to collect our fair share for the cooler 
and cocktails before anchoring with a 
stunning view of both Aialik and Pederson 
glaciers looming in the distance.
 KNMF�VHSG�SGD�M@STQ@K�AD@TSX��OKDMSHETK�

VHKCKHED�� @MC� RONQ@CHB� RONSR� NE� RTMRGHMD�
SG@S� GHFGKHFGS� NTQ� ƥQRS� EDV� C@XR�� NTQ�
crew is also respecting the last spring 
low pressure system sweeping in from 
the notoriously unsettled Gulf of Alaska. 
Reminiscent of winter cruising in the 
2@KHRG�2D@��SGD�Q@HM�@MC�VHMC�SG@S�BNLDR�
with this deep low makes moving from 
NMD� @MBGNQ@FD� SN� @MNSGDQ� CHƧBTKS� @S�
SHLDR�� @MC� OQNKNMFDC� GD@UX� CNVMONTQR�
keep us boat-bound more than we like. 
(SŗR�SGD�DMC�NE�,@X��@MC�NTQ�BQDV�HR�QD@CX�
for a bigger taste of summer — any day 
MNV�� VD� SDKK� NTQRDKUDR� VGHKD� V@SBGHMF�
the barometer drop yet again. Such is life 

@AN@QC� @� BQTHRHMF� R@HKAN@S� HM� K@RJ@�� ATS�
our weather fortunes will soon change. 

UNFORGETTABLE TAZ BASIN
%QNL�LX� ONRHSHNM� @SNO� @� K@QFD�� QNTMC�

FQ@MHSD� ANTKCDQ�� RVDDOHMF� UHDVR� NE�
the Gulf of Alaska and rugged Kenai 
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Palisade Lagoon
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Taz Basin
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Peninsula coast seemingly stretch on 
forever. Turning the opposite direction 
SN� SGD� D@RS�� SGD� RBDMD� HR� PTHSD� CHƤDQDMS
�
Yahtzee sits on a still pane of dark water 
in the corner of a nearly enclosed cove 
called Taz Basin �(GLWRU
V� 1RWH�� VHH� FRYHU�
for an image of Taz Basin)
�!DGHMC�GDQ��QNBJ�
walls and thousand-foot mountain peaks 
SNVDQ�RJXV@QC��KD@CHMF�LX�DXDR�EQNL�RD@�
KDUDK� SN� SGD� SNOR�NE� S@KK�V@SDQE@KKR
� %QNL�
GDQD�� HSŗR� D@RX� SN� TMCDQRS@MC� VGX� SGHR�
distinctive anchorage on aptly named 
Granite Island earned a locals nickname 
NE� ř'NKD�HM�SGD�V@KKŚ�� @MC� HR� QHFGSKX�
QDEDQQDC� SN� @R� řşNMD�NE� SGD�LNRS� RBDMHB�
and secluded small boat anchorages on 
SGD�NTSDQ�BN@RS
Ś
2TQDKX�� 3@Y� !@RHM� CDRDQUDR� @KK� SGD�

praise it gets from those who are 
fortunate enough to nestle amongst its 
hallowed walls. But getting in or out of 
the anchorage is not entirely carefree. 
Prominently marking the very narrow 
DMSQ@MBD� SN� SGD� A@RHM� HR� @� AHF� Ʀ@S� QNBJ�
smack in the middle of the channel that 
S@JDR�B@TSHNM�SN�RKHCD�O@RS
�.MBD�VDŗQD�HM��
SGNTFG�� VD� S@JD� @� CDDO� QDK@WHMF� AQD@SG�
and marvel at our surroundings. 
6HSG� SGD� @MBGNQ� RDS�� VD� GD@C� NTS�

by dinghy to take in stunning views of 
SGD� BKHƤR� @MC� V@SDQE@KKR
� !DHMF� RTBG� @�
RSDDO�V@KKDC� BNUD�� SGDQD� @QDMŗS� L@MX�
places to stretch our legs ashore but 
we scramble over the big boulders 
on the small peninsula that makes up 
SGD� MNQSGDQM� Ʀ@MJ� NE� SGD� DMSQ@MBD
�

2S@MCHMF� GDQD� F@YHMF� NTS� SN� RD@� HM� @VD��
QTLHM@SHMF� NUDQ� SG@S� M@QQNV� DMSQ@MBD��
and then shifting focus back into the 
basin at Yahtzee� QDRSHMF� BNLENQS@AKX�� 
is truly unforgettable.
 ANUD� SGD� AN@S�� KNV� BKNTCR� ROHKK� NUDQ�

SGD� QNBJR� @MC� SQDDR�� @MC� SGD� ƥMD� LHRS�
VDŗUD� G@C� @KK� LNQMHMF� ƥM@KKX� DMCR
� (SŗR�
@�RHFM
�'NTQR� K@SDQ�� SGD�FQDX�RJHDR�RKNVKX�
FDS� AQHFGSDQ�� O@SBGDR� NE� AKTD� @OOD@Q��
and before we know it the cove is being 
FKNQHNTRKX�A@SGDC�HM�RTMRGHMD
�%HM@KKX��NTQ�
O@SHDMBD� VHSG� SGD� VD@SGDQ� G@R� O@HC� NƤ�
and a taste of summer is upon us.
+HJD� R@HKNQR� ONRRDRRDC�� VD� ƦHMF�

NODM� G@SBGDR�� RGDC� VDS� K@XDQR�� G@MF�
ENTK� VD@SGDQ� FD@Q� SN� CQX�� @MC� (� G@OOHKX�
watch the battery level rise while our 
RNK@Q� O@MDKR� RN@J� HM� SGD� RTM
� 2NNM�� (ŗL�
NƤ� A@QDENNS� NM� NTQ� 24/�� O@CCKHMF� SN�
V@SDQE@KKR��@MC�@QNTMC�SGD�HME@LNTR�QNBJ�
that guards the entrance to the cove. The 
vibrant rays make it feel like we’re in an 
DMSHQDKX�CHƤDQDMS�OK@BD


GEMS OF THE KENAI
+NNJHMF�TO�HMSN�SGD�BNBJOHS�@S�)HKK��/NQSDQ�

@MC�,@FMTR��SGD�LNQMHMF�RTM�ATQRSR�NUDQ�
KNESX�LNTMS@HMR��ƥKKR�Yahtzee with warmth 
@MC�KHFGS��@MC�ROHKKR�NTS�HMSN�3GTMCDQ�!@X
�
6GDM�SGD�BKNTCR�ƥM@KKX�AQNJD�HM�3@Y�!@RHM�
SGD�C@X�ADENQD��HS�JHBJDC�NƤ�@�RS@FFDQHMFKX�
good stretch of weather and our Kenai 
Peninsula playground is now ripe for 
adventure. We oblige accordingly.

Working our way southwest past and 
SGQNTFG� SGD� CDDO� EINQCR�� VD� RDDLHMFKX�
live every day in a dreamworld of 
sunshine and light breezes. This is what 
we’d been waiting for — summer cruising 
@S� HSR� ƥMDRS
� (M� 3GTMCDQ� !@X�� NTQ� BQDV�
S@JDR� SN� RGNQD�� DWOKNQHMF� SGD� MTLDQNTR�
beaches and roasting s’mores over an 
DUDMHMF�B@LOƥQD
�6D�RGNVDQ�HM�@�FK@BHDQ�
fed waterfall and are constantly inspired 
AX� SGD� BNMMDBSHNM� ADSVDDM� LNTMS@HMR��
FK@BHDQR��@MC�SGD�RD@

%QNL� 3GTMCDQ� !@X�� VD� BNMSHMTD�

westward to Midnight Cove and then 
Palisade Lagoon. Another narrow 
DMSQ@MBD�� QDLHMHRBDMS� NE� 3@Y� !@RHM��
greets us at the lagoon and once we’re 
HM�� @� AQD@SGS@JHMF� B@SGDCQ@K� NE� OD@JR��
ENQDRSR�� @MC� V@SDQE@KKR� DMFTKER� TR� NM� 
nearly all sides. 

Our cruising guide mentions the 
remains of an old gold mine being a Yahtzee enjoys a solid breeze and sunny skies while sailing in Kenai Fjords National Park.
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relatively easy one mile hike up the river 
@S� SGD� K@FNNMŗR� GD@C�� @MC� VD� PTHBJKX�
RDS� NƤ� SN� ƥMC� HS
� 1DLNUHMF� K@XDQR�VGHKD�
V@KJHMF� CDDODQ� HMSN� SGD�VNNCR�� HSŗR� KHJD�
RSDOOHMF�HMSN�@�BNLOKDSDKX�CHƤDQDMS�SHLD�
@MC� OK@BD
� 2TQD� DMNTFG�� VD� BNLD� TONM�
the nearly 90-year-old mining claim 
that is strewn with old equipment and 
dilapidated buildings. Looking through 
SGD� QDLM@MSR�� HSŗR� G@QC� SN� FQ@RO� DW@BSKX�
what life would have been like in this 
isolated slice of Alaskan wilderness. 
8DS�� VDŗUD� FNSSDM� DMNTFG� NE� @� S@RSD� NE�
RNKHSTCD�GDQD� SN�JMNV�SG@S�� KHJD�BQTHRHMF��
living in this place probably had some 
intense highs and lows. 

TONSINA BAY FINALE
 S� @ANTS� SGHR� SHLD�� NTQ�LHMCR� RS@QS� SN�

drift towards civilization and a planned 
stop 120-miles south at Kodiak Island 
SN� LDDSTO� VHSG� NSGDQ� BQTHRHMF� ATCCHDR��
FDS� OQNUHRHNMR�� @MC� SNO� TO� NM� ETDK� @MC�
water. To make the crossing in favorable 
BNMCHSHNMR�� VD� GNKD� TO� HM� 3NMRHM@� !@X�
at the southern end of the peninsula 
for two days and nights and wait for the 
right weather window to hop out into the  
Gulf of Alaska.  

A perfect place to end our time on the 
Kenai since departing Seward two weeks 
@FN��VD�ƥMC�@�C@YYKHMF�R@MC�AD@BG�SN�JHBJ�
NTQ�RGNDR�NƤ�@MC�OK@X�HM�SGD�RTMRGHMD
�.M�
NMD�NE�LX�C@HKX�O@CCKDAN@QC�@CUDMSTQDR��
I’m treated to a small pod of orca 
RVHLLHMF�O@RS�LD�SGQNTFG�SGD�BNUD��@MC�
in the evening our family watches a black 
bear forage the shoreline for a meal from 
the safety of the foredeck. Unreal. 
,NLDMSR� KHJD� SGDRD�� @MC� L@MX� LNQD��

make the stormy start to our voyage seem 
like a lifetime ago. There’s a bittersweet 
sentiment to the end of our time cruising 
the peninsula. We’d sailed past this area 
two years ago not knowing at the time that 
we’d hit the pause button in Seward. And 
as we put Tonsina Bay over our shoulders 
@MC�R@HK�RNTSG�� HSŗR�VHSG�@�ENMC��ř2DD�XNT�
MDWS� SHLDʖŚ� MNS�� ř&NNCAXDŚ
� .MKX� SGD�
very best cruising destinations leave us 
with this unmistakable feeling — and the 
Kenai Peninsula surely has.  

Andy Cross is the editor of 48° North. You 
can follow his family’s cruising adventures 
at SailingYahtzee.com. 

INSTALL

Business or Pleasure, AquaDrive will make 
your boat smoother, quieter and vibration 
free.
 The AquaDrive system solves a
problem nearly a century old; the fact
that marine engines are installed on soft
engine mounts and attached almost
rigidly to the propeller shaft.
 The very logic of AquaDrive is
inescapable. An engine that is vibrating

on soft mounts needs total freedom of
movement from its propshaft if noise 
and vibration are not to be transmitted to 
the hull. The AquaDrive provides just 
this freedom of movement. Tests 
proved that the AquaDrive with its 
softer engine mountings can reduce 
vibration by 95% and structure borne noise 
by 50% or more. For information, call 
Drivelines NW today. 

311 S. Brandon St, Seattle, WA 98108 • (206) 622-8760
Visit Our Web Site: www.aquadrive.net

5hp – 2000hp

Ships FREE

Ground UPS!

“A-Northwest Legend for Over 25 Years”

   

Island Marina - Sailboat Moorage
Sauvie Island, Portland OR 

Large Sailboat & Side Tie Moorage 
— 45’ Slips, 50’ End Tie, Side Ties 
— Park-like Setting | Picnic Area
— Slip-side Storage Shed
— Easy Access - Hwy 30

tel: 503.954.4451
www.island-marina.com

http://aquadrive.net
http://island-marina.com
https://www.porttownsendrigging.com/
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